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(HERO) Native to Southeast Alaska, Elizabeth Wanamaker was born in Ketchikan, Alaska on 

July 4, 1911. Her Tlinglit name was Kaaxgal.aat. She was of the Lukaax.adi clan of the Raven 

Moiety. Her parents died when she was young and she was adopted by a Tlinglit couple named 

Andrew and Mary Wanamaker. Elizabeth left Alaska and went to college in Bellingham, 

Washington where she met her husband, Roy Peratrovich. They were married in 1931. Ten 

years later, they returned to Alaska to raise their family. 
 

(CHALLENGE) Alaska proved to be unwelcoming in the early 1940s. Discrimination and 

inequality were rampant. “No Dogs, No Natives,” and “Natives Not Aloud,” are examples of 

signs that could be found on doors of storefronts and businesses. The Alaska Native community 

faced unemployment and poverty due to segregation and injustice based on the color of their 

skin.  
 

(HISTORICAL BACKGROUND) In 1942, after the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor during World 

War II, 900 Aleut/Unangan people were forced into camps throughout Southeast Alaska.  
 

(RESOLUTION) With the help of Governor Ernest Gruening and Congressional Representative 

Anthony J. Dimond, legislation was sponsored and introduced in the Legislature in 1943. The 

Anti-Discrimination Act (same thing as Alaska Civil Rights Act of 1945?) was signed February 

16, 1945. 
 

(HERO’S TRANSFORMATION) As Grand Camp President of the Alaska Native Sisterhood, 

Elizabeth gave a speech to the Alaska State Legislator expressing her feelings against 

prejudice and injustice, speaking about what life was like for Native Alaskans as second-class 

citizens, and in support of the Alaska Civil Rights Act. Elizabeth Peratrovich began, “I would not 

have expected that I, who am barely out of savagery, would have to remind gentlemen with 

5,000 years of recorded civilization behind them of our Bill of Rights.” The Senate passed the 

legislation 11 to 5.  
 

(RESOLUTION) Forty years later, Elizabeth Peratrovich was finally recognized for her hard 

work and determination. In 1988, the Alaska State Legislature established February 16th as 

“Elizabeth Peratrovich Day” to recognize and honor her efforts to achieve equality and justice for 

all Alaskans. 


