
 
Teacher: Mara Early 
Lesson Topic: Bill of Rights and Amendments Movie Project 
Class: US History or American Government 
Grade Level: 8th or 12th 
Length of Unit/Lesson: 3 Weeks (Fifteen One Hour Classes) 
             

Desired Outcome 
Established Goals:             
 
Meets the Alaska Content Standards listed below:  
 
Alaska Content Standards, History A1:  Understand chronological frameworks for organizing historical thought and place 
significant ideas, institutions, people, and events within time sequences. 
Alaska Content Standards, History B1: Comprehend the forces of change and continuity that shaped human history through the 
following persistent organizing themes. 
Alaska Content Standards, History B2: Understand the people and the political, geographical, economical, cultural, social, and 
environmental events that have shaped the history of the state, the United States, and the world. 
Alaska Content Standards, History B4: Recognize the importance of time, ideas, institutions, people, places, cultures, and events 
in understanding large historical patterns. 
 
  
Understandings:    Essential Questions for Unit:  
 
Students will understand … 
 
• Why the Amendments were added to the US 

Constitution. 
• What the Bill of Rights and the additional 

seventeen amendments are. 
• The importance of the Bill of Rights and 

Amendments. 
• How the Bill of Rights affects students on a 

personal level. 
• How to use iMovie to make a short video about a 

specific Amendment. 
• The value and application of technology as a 

learner (now and in the future).  
• Presentation skills and how to lead open-ended 

discussion and Q and A sessions.  
• How to self and peer evaluate a long term 

technology and group based project. 
• How to reflect on as an individual and group. 
   

 
(O) How have the Bill of Rights and other Amendments shaped the 
United States of America?  
 
(O) How do the Bill of Rights and other Amendments affect the rights 
you have as a citizen today? 

• (T) Why is it important to learn about the Bill of Rights? 
• (T) What would your life be like without amendments? 
• (T) How does learning the Bill of Rights add value or 

understanding to the history of the United States?  
 
(O) How can technology enhance student learning? 
 
O= Overarching Essential Question  
T= Topical essential Question 

Student Objectives (outcomes):    
 
Students will be able to:  

• Answer the essential questions and make connections between the 27 amendments and relevancy to their lives. 
• Comprehend how unique the United States is because we ensure equality, opportunity and civil rights through the 

Constitutional Amendments. 
• Understand the why the Bill of Rights and other Amendments were created and why they are important. 
• Work together in pairs to pick one amendment to make an iMovie about. 
• Create a proposal for their group’s 3-5 minute video about their Amendment (this must include historical references 

and present day relevance). 

 
 
 
 



• Create a two week plan (with timeline and check-list), show how work will be distributed fairly among group, how 
students will fill in-class time and what needs to be done out of class (if anything). 

• Time manage and take responsibility for their own learning. 
• Work in a group. 
• Research a broad range of sources and cite them properly.  
• Be resourceful and know when and how to ask for help. 
• Work with a community member. 
• Create a short iMovie, teaching other students about their specific Amendment (including background info, events that 

influenced it, a current court case, and examples/illustrations of relevance to students).  
• Present the movie to the class and lead a short discussion with Q and A. 
• Self and Peer evaluate projects and reflect on process and how whether it is important or relevant to them as 

learners. Self-evaluation will include two stars (things they liked about their movie) and one wish (something they wish 
to change in the future). 

Assessment Evidence 
Formative Assessment:    Summative Assessment:   
 
Students will present a project proposal before they begin 
work on their video. Students will outline a description of 
their video, student responsibilities, a checklist with 
deadlines, and materials needed in order for them to work 
in and out of class.  
 
Students will answer different check-in questions as exit 
tickets. 
 
Students will conference with other groups as anticipatory 
set to share ideas, talk about challenges, troubleshoot, 
etc.  
 
Students will have a quiz over all of the amendments to 
see how many and which amendments they remembered. 
 

 
In groups, students will make a video to show their expert 
understanding of an amendment. 
 
Students will reflect through self and peer evaluation (based on the 
initial project rubric), along with writing a reflective piece.  
 
Students will present their video to the class and be able to answer 
questions about both their amendment and the video making process 
at the end of their presentation.  
 
 
 
 
  

Learning Plan 
            
Materials and Planning: 
 
- Rubric 
- Project Proposal 
- Sign Up Sheet for Presentations 
- Story Table handout 
- Computers for workdays 
- Other (based on project and outlined in proposal) 
 
OTHER: 
- Organize guest specialist/speaker for Day 6. 
 

 
(Monday) DAY ONE: Review of Amendments, Introduction to Project/Rubric (Show example video that teacher made), 
Connection to Essential Questions. 
 
Opener: (~20 minutes) 
Bellringer: Student A will write the Bill of Rights, Student B will write amendments 11-18, and student C will write amendments 19-27 in 
their bellringer notebooks. Students will then group together and share all of their amendments in order from 1-27 to review prior 
knowledge about the previous unit about all of the Constitutional amendments. (10 minutes) 
 
Students will get with their partner to review all 27 Amendments gestures to study and review for their amendment test on Thursday 
(rollover from prior unit on Amendments). (5 minutes) 



 
Hook: Teacher will show iMovie they made about the first amendment to the class to introduce the project and rubric for Amendment 
iMovie. (5 minutes) 
 
Body: (~30 minutes) 
Teacher will hand out RUBRIC to students and have class discussion, including:  

 What is a rubric 
 What does IP, M, E mean? 
 What are the categories for grading? What do they mean? 
 Teacher will go over each box and give examples, answering student questions along the way. 
 Explain that movies will be graded with these rubrics (with check boxes) through self, peer, and teacher evaluation. 
 Answer questions. 
 Brainstorm movie thoughts, ideas, etc. 

First with partners, then as a class, answer the essential question and discuss how the essential question and movie-making project are 
connected. How can answering the essential question aid the development of student’s amendment movie? 
 
Formative Assessment and Closing: (~10 minutes) 

 Teacher will ask questions to check for understanding of rubric and iMovie project. 
 Teacher will ask students to give thumbs up or thumbs down. 
 Teacher will have students write down a question for the “parking lot” regarding the iMovie project. 
 As an exit ticket, students need to tell the teacher something they are excited or worried about regarding the upcoming iMovie 

project. 
 

 
(Tuesday) DAY TWO: Project Proposal (Go over, Answer Questions, Students work together in groups) 
 
Opener: (~10 minutes) 
Bellringer: Students will answer the following questions in their bellringer notebooks: 

1) What is a rubric? 
2) Do you like rubrics? Why or why not. 
3) What is the different between an IP and an M? What do these letters mean? 
4) What is the iMovie project? 
5) What are you being graded on? 
6) What is your brainstorm idea for a movie? Who do you want to work with? What amendment do you want? 

 
Body: (~45 minutes) 
Teacher will hand out PROJECT PROPOSAL to students and go over required elements: 

 Summary of Amendment 
 One historical example 
 One present day example 
 Why is it relevant to your peers? How does it affect them? 
 Citations 
 Project Description 
 Materials Needed in class (for workdays) 
 Check List and personal due dates 
 Other 
 Answer questions. 

Students will work individually or in groups on their proposal. 
 
10 minutes before class is over, students will get with partner to review all 27 Amendments gestures to study and review for their 
amendment test on Thursday. 
 
Formative Assessment and Closing: (~5 minutes) 
As an exit ticket, students need to walk with their partner and share 1) What their Amendment is and 2) What idea they have for making 
their iMovie. They also need to hand in their project proposal (to be continued and finished next class). 
 

 
(Wednesday) DAY THREE: Continue Work on Project Proposal and Sign Up for Presentation Slots 
 
Opener: (~5 minutes) 
Sign up for presentation slots and then write in planner. 
 
Body: (~50 minutes) 
Continue to work on project proposal. (30 minutes) 
Review for Bill of Rights Gesture test. (20 minutes) 



 
Formative Assessment and Closing: (~5 minutes) 
As an exit ticket, students need to give the gesture for each amendment, starting with one in order (students must listen to the person in 
front of them to know which amendment). Example: First student does the gesture for the 1st Amendment; second student does the 
gesture for the second and so forth. 
 

 
(Thursday) DAY FOUR: Gesture Test of Constitutional Amendments (27) 
 
Opener: 5 minutes to review with partner for Gesture test of Constitutional Amendments. 
 
Body: 
 Test Day- Teacher tests students using grading rubric. Students are paired up (with the partner they have been practicing with all 

week) and will go through proper titles and gestures for the 27 amendments. 
 Students who are not testing are finishing project proposal or starting their iMovie project (developing ideas).  
 
Closing: 
As an exit ticket, students must give completed project proposal to teacher on the way out the door. 
 

 
(Friday) DAY FIVE: Movie Development through Story Table 
 
Opener: Use document camera to project story table for teacher’s movie about the first amendment. Students answer questions about the 
story table in the bellringer notebook.  
 
Body:  
 Teacher will go through the elements of a story table and how it was used to help develop their movie.  
 Teacher can go through an in class example. 
 Partners make a story table for their movie (this is required before they can begin using iMovie).  
  
Formative Assessment and Closer: 
As an exit ticket, students must tell the teacher verbally something on the left (narrative) and right (media) side of their story table. 
Students who are finished with the story table can hand it in to the teacher on the way out the door.  
 

 
Weekend- Work on Project if Necessary (look at project proposal check list and deadlines) 

 
(Monday) DAY SIX: Work Day 1 Introduction to iMovie (with guest specialists/speakers) 
 
Opener:  
Bellringer: Students will write down everything they know about iMovie and one specific question they have about iMovie in their bellringer 
notebook. Students share knowledge and questions with class. 
 
Body:  Students will have access to computers and will begin tutorial work to learn the basics of iMovie.  
 Introduce Guest Speakers (preferably someone from Lucid Reverie or Hansen and Gress, local young Juneauites who graduated 

from JDHS, went to college, moved back and started their own graphic design/IT company).  
 Guest speakers will lead students through some hands on basic tutorials of iMovie (how to get video, pictures, add words, voice over, 

transitions, change colors, etc). 
 Students can ask specific questions (bellringers or otherwise). 
 Students can use their story tables and begin work on their iMovie. 
 
Formative Assessment and Closer: 
As an exit ticket, students will say one thing they learned about iMovie and what they are going to work on at the beginning of the next 
class. 
 

 
LESSON PLAN OUTLINES FOR DAY 7-15 
 
(Tuesday) DAY SEVEN: Work Day 2: Continue to work on iMovie with partner. 
(Wednesday) DAY Eight: Work Day 3- In class check-in/reflection: How’s it going? How is working with your partner? Write down how 
you have contributed, what you have learned, what you have accomplished, what you still need to do, questions you have, challenges you 
face, what you like/dislike, etc. 
(Thursday) Day NINE: Work Day 4- Begin creating Power point/Key note presentation documenting the behind the scenes/video making 
process.  



(Friday) DAY TEN: Last work Day- Finish iMovie, last twenty minutes of class, students must practice their presentations, all students 
must speak in presentation and students will practice evaluating using rubric (self and peer) in class to prepare for presentations and 
evaluations. 
(Monday) DAY ELEVEN: iMovie Project Presentations (with Q&A and class discussion) and self, peer, teacher evaluations (10 minutes 
for each group, with five minutes in between= four per class). 
(Tuesday) DAY TWELVE: iMovie Project Presentations (with Q&A and class discussion) and self, peer, teacher evaluations (10 minutes 
for each group, with five minutes in between= four per class). 
(Wednesday) DAY THIRTEEN: iMovie Project Presentations (with Q&A and class discussion) and self, peer, teacher evaluations (10 
minutes for each group, with five minutes in between= four per class). 
(Thursday) DAY FOURTEEN:  Finish Presentations (with Q&A and class discussion) and self, peer, teacher evaluations. Students vote 
for iMovie Oscars (teacher has selected categories and students can vote with partner).  
(Friday) DAY FIFTEEN: In class written refection, share in with partners and in groups and then have a class discussion. Go over Oscar 
results or... Optional Oscar party/celebration if quality of movies is high and students have worked hard and stayed focused during the last 
three weeks. This could be an awards night where parents and community members can come to watch and celebrate as well.  
                
 


